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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 13, 14, and 37-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Kawasaki (US Patent 4,619,476). 

Regarding claims 1, 13, 21 and 24, Kawasaki discloses a structure of a storage section for 
a saddle-ridden type vehicle (1) comprising: a storage indent (15) indented downwardly from an 
opening (Fig. 3) provided on an inclined plane portion (12) of a fender (12) that covers a wheel 
(4); and a lid (18) that opens and closes the opening of the storage indent and is swingably 
provided on the inclined plane portion (12) of the fender, a peripheral indent (15f) that is 
shallower than the storage indent and formed at a periphery of the opening of the storage indent, 
and an opening and closing mechanism (24, 25, 22) disposed in the peripheral indent and on an 
inner side of an outer peripheral edge of the lid.. Regarding claims 2 and 14, Kawasaki 
discloses the structure of a storage section for a saddle-ridden type vehicle as disclosed in claim 
1, wherein the storage indent is integrally molded with the fender (Fig. 3). Regarding claims 23 
and 26, Kawasaki discloses the structure of a storage section for a saddle-ridden type vehicle 
according to claim 21, wherein the storage indent is applied to a front fender portion. The 
opening and closing mechanism comprises a support section for swingably supporting the lid on 
a lower side and a latching body (25), wherein one of the support section and the latching body is 
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provided on a front side of the opening and the other of the support section and the latching body 
is provided on a rear side of the opening (22). The lid is capable of being fitted into the 
peripheral indent so as to close the opening (as seen in figure 6). The lid has a latching body and 
a lid connection part for securing the lid storage container, the latching body (25) being disposed 
through a hole in the indent and forward of a front wall of the storage container. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3-7, 15-19, and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kawasaki (US Patent 4,619,476). 

Regarding claims 3, 4, 15, 16 and 36, Kawasaki does not disclose the details of the 
container, however, Fig. 3 shows an indent around the edge of the periphery of the opening. 
Kawasaki does not disclose a seal on the lid (18). The Examiner takes Official Notice that it is 
well known to provide a space for a seal around a periphery of an opening and to mount the seal 
on the lid for the opening (Note that since applicant has not challenged this assertion, the 
limitation is now taken as admitted prior art). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide a seal for the lid of the storage compartment 
of the saddle-ridden type vehicle of Kawasaki. The motivation would have been to allow storage 
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of water and dirt sensitive items in the storage compartment while using the vehicle in the rain or 
off-road. 

Regarding claims 5, 6, 17 and 18, Kawasaki as modified disclose a dividing wall portion 
along the periphery of the edge of the opening (15e, Fig. 3). 

Regarding claims 7 and 19, Kawasaki as modified does not disclose that the storage 
container could be made of separate pieces. Kawasaki does disclose that the lid is supported on 
the fender. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to make the storage indent body a separate from the fender, since it has been held that 
constructing formerly integral structures in various elements only involves routine skill in the art. 
5. Claims 12, 21, 23, 24, 26-35, and 41-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kawasaki in view of Lin (US Publication 2004/0026949) and Bettin (US 
Patent 6,533,339). 

Kawasaki does not disclose a coupling arm. 

Lin discloses a structure of a storage section for a vehicle with a storage indent and a lid 
covering the storage indent and a coupling arm for swingably mounting the lid. 

Kawasaki and Lin are analogous art because they are from a similar problem solving 
area, i.e., providing storage with pivotal lids on motorized vehicles. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to mount the lid of Kawasaki with a coupling arm. 

The motivation would have been to pivotally mount the lid in a stable manner. 

Kawasaki as modified do not disclose that the structure is mounted over the left front 

wheel. 
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Bettin discloses a storage structure which is formed as part of the fender which is 
mounted over the left front wheel wherein the opening is directed rearward in the longitudinal 
direction of the vehicle. 

Kawasaki as modified and Bettin are analogous art because they are from a similar 
problem solving area, i.e., providing storage on saddle-ridden type vehicles. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to mount the storage structure of Kawasaki as modified on a vehicle of Bettin as it would merely 
involve the alternate utilization of an equivalent storage means to achieve the same exact 
function. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Bettin with Kawasaki to obtain the 
invention as specified in claims 12, 21, 23, and 24. 

Regarding claims 27, 30 and 33, the arrangement of Kawasaki and Bettin would have the 
back portion lower than the front portion. 

Regarding claims 28, 31 and 34, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to make the storage indent adopt an approximately rectangular 
shape and has a chamfered formed on a side front portion. 

Regarding claims 29, 32 and 35, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to make the shape of the coupling J-shaped and to pass the 
coupling arms extend through penetrating holes formed a peripheral indent portion of the fender. 
The motivation would have been to use coupling arms that don't take up a lot of space and that 
don't use space in the storage indent. 
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6. Claims 8-1 1 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kawasaki in view of Lin (US Publication 2004/0026949) and Lemmen (US Patent 6,062,623). 
Kawasaki does not disclose a coupling arm. 

Lin discloses a structure of a storage section for a vehicle with a storage indent and a lid 
covering the storage indent and a coupling arm for swingably mounting the lid. 

Kawasaki and Lin are analogous art because they are from a similar problem solving 
area, i.e., providing storage with pivotal lids on motorized vehicles. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to mount the lid of Kawasaki with a coupling arm. 

The motivation would have been to pivotally mount the lid in a stable manner. 

Kawasaki as modified discloses the structure of a storage section for a saddle ridden type 
vehicle as disclosed in claims 3, 5 and 15. Kawasaki does not disclose that the lid includes a 
spring biasing the lid open (claims 10 and 1 1). Lemmen discloses a lid for an opening which 
includes a coupling arm portion (31) extending from the lid and a spring (90) biasing the lid open 
attached to the swing movement support portion (17) on the vehicle body portion. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include a coupling 
arm portion and a spring bias to the lid mechanism of Kawasaki. The motivation would have 
been to allow the lid to be pivoted open and closed on the fender. 
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Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 1/18/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-21, 23, 24, and 26-46 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason S. Morrow whose telephone number is (571) 272-6663. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00a.m.-4:30p.m.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Dayoan can be reached on (571) 272-6659. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Jason S. Morrow 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 36*27 



April 2, 2006 



